


minimum we have in place to ensure that rent doesn’'t become an unhealthy
burden: rent shouid only ever be treated a means to access a basic human
right.

The current focus of the National Energy Obijective is too narrow. ' Reliable
provision of energy for consumers is of critical importance, yet energy supply
is about far more than just efficiencies of operation and investment. Access
o energy is a fundamental right and impacts every facet of our daily lives.

. Our capacity to cope with extreme heat or cold is largely depéndent on our
cdpacity to pay our energy bills.

We are a wedalthy developed nation and we should not have people
needing fo choose between running air conditioning or putting dinner on the
table. There can also be significant health impacts that stem from doing

- without either of these essentials.

Social e‘qui’ry and profection of consumers should be key platforms of
Australia’s National Energy Objective, and | would advocate for these
reforms.

Minimum efficiency standards are key to ensuring the wellbeing of renters.
The intent of tax deductions for work done on rental properties was to ensure
that these properties are not slums, yet too many properties still fail to meet
some basic standards. The ACT has successfully reformed their rental market
and renters in that jurisdiction are starting to see the benefits of those
standards not only being met but also being transparently stated to the
market.

There can be no doubt that fossil fuels continue to drive the climate crisis.
Whilst South Australia has an enviable reputation in the uptake of
renewables, particularly rooftop solar, government policy that continues not
only fo allow new residentfial gas connections, but allows developers to
dictate the energy source for cooking and water heating in large proportions
of new homes is out of step with real action on the climate crisis. Additionally,
the burning of gas for cooking in homes is of particular concern, with direct
implications for those who live in the home. Additionadlly, the methane
emissions that stem from this contribute to global warming as methane is an
80 times more powerful greenhouse gas than CO2. | would advocate for
legislative reform to phase out gas appliances: it's socially and
environmentally responsible to do so and a key part of inter-generational
cllmo’re justice. ‘

lam a long-’rerm supporter of @ Human Rights Act for South Australia. | have
worked in the past for human rights organisations such as Amnesty







