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Dear Dr Earl
Thank you for your correspondence ahead of the 2026 March State Election.

We want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the crucial work undertaken by the
South Australian Council of Social Services (SACOSS) as the peak body for the non-
government organisation (NGO) and community service sector in South Australia.

The Malinauskas Labor Government values the work we have undertaken with
SACOSS over the past four years, and should we be re-elected, look forward to
continuing to work with you to create an inclusive society where individuals, families
and communities are able to share in South Australia’s prosperity.

SECTOR SUPPORT

Funding and workforce

South Australia’s non-government organisation (NGO) sector provides crucial
community services and the Malinauskas Labor Government is pleased to support it
as a key partner to back the delivery of vital services.

Over the past four years, we have provided $57.2 million in indexation
supplementation to NGOs to meet the challenge of rising costs due to high inflation
and increases to minimum award rates.

We have progressively announced additional ongoing funding in excess of $33
million per annum to support the NGO sector in meeting additional costs associated
with wage inflation and other CPI pressures.

As a result of these increases, the average indexation over the last five years has
been the second highest in the nation.
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Last year, we committed to a review of indexation arrangements for the not-for-profit
sector, and to review service planning and design to ensure deliverables and funding
amounts reflect the true cost of service delivery. This review remains ongoing, and
we commit to complete and carefully consider the outcome, should we form
government after the election.

Moving forward, the Malinauskas Labor Government commits to work differently
through building lasting cross-sector partnerships grounded in shared goals to
achieve better outcomes for individuals, families and communities.

We are committed to adopting a commissioning approach that places outcomes,
collaboration and community voice at the centre of service design and delivery. In
practice, this will mean government engaging early with service providers,
communities and people with lived experience to define problems, design
place-based solutions and evaluate what works.

Central to this approach is prioritising outcomes over outputs to reduce the
administrative burden on those delivering services. We recognise that
output-focused measurement often creates heavy administrative demands that divert
time and resources from making a meaningful difference.

Reforms in the commissioning space cannot just be about increased resourcing.
This work must include focus on how to use existing resources more productively to
ensure the best possible provision of service delivery and outcomes. There is also an
opportunity to reconsider how government allocates recurrent funding to ensure that
outcomes are being properly prioritised and measured, and to reduce administrative
reporting requirements. \We are committed to exploring opportunities to work with
NGOs with a view to supporting flexible budget allocations that prioritise outcomes.

The Malinauskas Labor Government has accepted the Royal Commission into
Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence’s recommendation to develop and implement
a 10-year workforce development strategy for the domestic, family and sexual
violence sector.

We are supporting the NGO sector through the recent approval of the South
Australian Public Sector Wages Parity Enterprise Agreement: Weekly Paid 2025,
resulting in better pay and conditions for workers and helping to attract

and retain staff in the sector.

We have also written to the Commonwealth advocating for appropriate NDIS pricing
that addresses cost pressures and includes provision for portable long service leave,
which now covers the community sector across approximately 85% of Australia’s
population.



HOUSING

Public, Community and Affordable Housing

The Malinauskas Labor Government has delivered the biggest public housing
expansion in a generation. We came to government with an ambitious agenda to
build over 1,000 new Housing Trust homes and we have delivered — in particular:

o Achieved the first significant net increase to South Australian public housing stock
in a generation.

e Restored the South Australian Housing Trust in both name and purpose.

e Built 1,090 new public homes, including 150 in Regional South Australia.

e Majorly refurbished 350 vacant properties, bringing them back into use for
families who need them the most.

e A statewide maintenance blitz, improving the safety and comfort of 3,000
tenanted homes.

e Reversed the former Liberal Government’s planned sell-off of 580 public homes.

Recently released Productivity Commission data confirms that the Malinauskas
Labor Government has delivered the first increase to South Australia’s public
housing stock this century and that South Australia is the best performing mainland
state in the provision of social housing, with 550 homes per 10,000 residential
dwellings, compared with the national average of 380.

Our HomeSeeker SA affordable housing website is delivering record-breaking
results, helping more South Australians achieve the dream of home ownership than
ever before. Over the past three years, the program has supported the purchase of
more than 1,270 homes by people who would otherwise have been unlikely to afford
their own property. We are working on a range of options to address housing
affordability, including examining the Affordable Price Point.

The Malinauskas Labor Government is taking a plan to the election to further support
public housing tenants by building 200 new supported accommodation places and
significantly renovating 300 run-down Housing Trust properties to bring them back
online: https://www.sa.alp.org.au/our-policies/restoring-the-trust

We have also committed to expand HomeStart to make it easier for first home
buyers, extending the income threshold to $110,000.

Support for Renters

The Malinauskas Labor Government was elected with an ambition to deliver more for
renters and we have acted. We have delivered the biggest reforms to the rental
system since the introduction of the Residential Tenancies Act in 1995 through
sensible measures that we believe get the balance right:

e Banning rent bidding



e Making rental bonds more affordable

e Introducing the right for renters to have pets in their homes, with clear guidelines

e Capping rent increases at once every 12 months

e Implementing new termination requirements for leases, meaning landlords will
now need prescribed grounds to terminate or not renew a tenancy

e Increasing the notice period to end a fixed term tenancy from 28 to 60 days

e Capping routine property inspections to 4 per year

e Better protecting tenants’ information

e Mandating that rental properties must comply with minimum housing standards

e Providing better support for tenants experiencing domestic abuse

The Malinauskas Labor Government is taking a plan to the election to further support
renters, through South Australia’s first ever Portable Bonds Scheme:
https://www.sa.alp.org.au/our-policies/portable-rental-bonds

Homelessness

When we came to government in March 2022, homelessness services’ indexation
was 0.7 percent, when inflation exceeded 8 percent. The Malinauskas Labor
Government immediately started a program to increase indexation to all
homelessness services. We delivered increased funding to the homelessness sector
immediately because we knew it would take time to bring new affordable housing
stock online, and we continue to do that.

Since coming to office, we've provided millions of dollars of additional funding in
addition to that provided through South Australia's Homelessness Alliance model
including:

e $9.5 million for Hutt Street’'s Aspire program

e $7 million for the Domestic Violence Crisis Accommodation Program

e $2 million for Catherine House

e $2 million for St Vincent de Paul

e $20 million for a 50-unit complex in CBD for single older women at risk of
homelessness

e Hundreds of millions in additional dollars for social and affordable housing plus
planning changes to make it easier for granny flats and to use churches as
temporary shelter.

Like much of the country, South Australia is shifting towards a prevention-based
model of service delivery, recognising that homelessness is often the result of
complex personal and social factors. WWe have commenced an independent review of
the State’s current homelessness system, working alongside the sector to strengthen
service delivery where needed and stay focused on long-term outcomes. The review
will report later in 2026 to guide future commissioning.

In addition, the Malinauskas Labor Government is taking a plan to the election to
commit an additional $6 million to address homelessness in Adelaide’s CBD. The



funding will be shared across Catherine House, Hutt Street Centre, and St Vincent
de Paul over four years: https://www.sa.alp.org.au/our-policies/6-million-to-combat-
homelessness

SA Labor’s Comprehensive Plan to Build More Homes
A re-elected Malinauskas Labor Government has a bold and comprehensive plan to

deliver real change and supercharge housing supply in South Australia to increase
access to affordable homes for South Australians:

e $1 Billion Fast-Track Fund

e Stamp Duty Relief for Downsizing Seniors

e Comprehensive Housing Skills Package

e Portable Rental Bonds

e 2000 New Rent to Own Homes

e Restoring the Trust

e Expanding HomeStart to Make it Easier for First Home Buyers, extending the
income threshold to $110,000

e Construction Timeframe Action Plan

Our comprehensive suite of housing policies can be found at
https://www.sa.alp.org.au/our-policies/building-more-homes

ENERGY

New NEO Objective

While the key pillars of the National Electricity Objective already consider social
equity and the minimisation of consumer harm and risk, the Malinauskas Labor
Government will consider whether further refinement through the Energy and
Climate Change Ministerial Council is warranted. However, we will not wait for
legislative change to support South Australians and commit to continued targeted
support for low-income households and renters through a range of policy initiatives.

This includes our rollout of 18 community batteries across South Australia. In
partnership with energy retailer AGL, the emPowering SA battery fleet will deliver
direct benefits to more than 10,000 households through access to one of the
cheapest residential electricity rates in South Australia.

This is in addition to South Australia’s Virtual Power Plant, which in 2025, had more
than 7000 public housing customers benefiting from the scheme, enjoying reduced
power prices, while firming the grid.

In addition, our Retailer Energy Productivity Scheme (REPS) encourages energy
retailers to help households become more energy efficient. As part of the REPS,
energy retailers and activity providers have financial supports to help South
Australians invest in new energy efficient appliances such as heating and cooling
systems.









