South

Australian

Labor

Mr Ross Womersley

Executive Director

South Australian Council of Social Science
Marjorie Black House

47 King William Road

UNLEY SA 5061

Dear Mr Womergl’ey /70{4’

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to responds to the SACOSS
election platform.

For those in the social and community services sector, the choice at the coming
election between Labor and the opposition could not be clearer.

The Labor Government has a proven record of working closely with the sector
over many years, providing additional funding to NGOs to assist the attraction of
higher calibre staff, dramatically increasing resources in areas like disability, child
protection, housing and homelessness services, health, education and
community services, and has established regular dialogues with the sector.

A re-elected Labor Government will build on this partnership.

This stands in stark contrast to the Liberals, who in every state where they have
been elected and when last in power in South Australia savagely cut funding to
social and community services, reducing the services available for vulnerable
South Australians. It is in their DNA. The social and community services sector is
an afterthought, indeed the Liberals do not even have a place for the community
services Minister on their shadow Cabinet table.

They have implemented gag clauses, preventing NGOs from speaking out on
funding cuts or on controversial legislation.
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And while what the Liberals’ plan for South Australia remains largely secret, and
the impact of the cuts their productivity commission will make remain unknown,
Labor has released its plan — the 216 page blueprint for our next four years of
Government — which includes commitments in a range of areas, including a raft
of measures to reduce cost of living pressures on South Australians and
improving services for many of our most vulnerable.

A copy of our plan is available at www.jay4sa.com.au.

Please find enclosed the Labor Party’s response to your election platform.

Yours sincerely

g UZ

Jay Weatherill
PREMIER
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